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the world has there been a set of men so obviously
accustomed to act by the light of a certain dogma, so
accustomed to take it for granted that conduct is almost
an automatic " result tr from certain mental opinions*
This is all in accordance with the general trend of
Marxianism* The reader must grasp this if he wants
to understand the way in which a body like the German
Socialists set about their tasks.

Roughly, since the French Revolution and the advent
of Rousseauism, there have been two philosophies of
conduct in the world, by no means entirely compatible
with each other. The first is the favourite philosophy
of Englishmen; it refers conduct to revelation, to
inspiration, to impulse, to emotion, in a word, to
liberty. The root idea at the bottom is that if people are
left to develop naturally, the result will be the best
possible ; all restraint is degrading and ought not to be
necessary; if it is necessary, it is a symptom of some-
thing wrong* Out of this general philosophy springs a
deep passion for such rallying calls as the liberty of the
person, the liberty of opinion, the liberty of the press*
This philosophy is clearly founded on an overwhelming
belief in the merit of the individual*

The other or rival philosophy is much older; it was
the philosophy of all Greek and all Roman thinkers* It
does not lay stress on the individual; in its eyes the
individual is a poor and incomplete thing until and unless
he enters into relations with other individuals* This